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The production I am directing this fall was conceived and written by a group of artists 
called the Neofuturists.  This group of artists, currently working in both Chicago and 
New York, has a very particular aesthetic.  Their work is interested in breaking down 
the illusions of theatre; there is no suspension of disbelief, but rather a focus on the 
here and now.  The work also explores the idea of art not only as creation, but as 
destruction.  There is a focus on the random and an exploration of what happens to 
art when outside forces are allowed – in fact encouraged – to impact it.  In short, it is 
driven by artistic ideas which an average high school student does not get the 
opportunity to experiment with, which is exactly why I selected the show.   
 
These ideas are the foundation for the format of the show in a variety of ways.  The 
show itself is exactly what its title indicates, 30 short plays to be done in no more 
than 60 minutes.  When the clock runs out, so does the show, no matter how far 
they have gotten.  The audience is given a menu of plays for the evening and they 
get to decide which comes next.  Often a play is written with the intention of having 
an audience member act in one of the roles.  All of this ensures that each night the 
play is performed it is truly a unique experience that no one can ever go back and 
recreate.  
 
The work is also very ensemble based, which I am a huge proponent of with this age 
group.  I think the most valuable thing a student can learn from their work in the 
theatre is the importance of collaboration; of give and take; of trust.  No matter what 
they go on to after their time at Fairfield Prep, these will be invaluable lessons. 
 
Having the opportunity to work with these artists who are not only developing this 
aesthetic, but also writing the actual plays we will be working with, will be invaluable.  
I can, and will, teach my students about this style and engage them in exercises of 
exploration and ensemble building throughout the rehearsal process, and having 
these members of the company among us will bring a unique and exciting 
perspective into the mix.  I think it is valuable to students to work with a variety of 
artists to both explore the new and have core principals reinforced.   
 
I think it is challenging to assess artistic growth, especially in high school students, 
when the lessons learned often don’t truly take root until well after they have 
graduated.  However, I think that we will be able to see the benefits of this workshop 
in the work that we do throughout the rehearsal process; in the students 
understanding of the material they are working on; and ultimately in their final 
performance.  They will be better able to connect to the material they are working 
with and they will feel encouraged to explore and experiment within a style they were 
not familiar with when they began the production.  I think that all of this will enhance 
their comfort level with the material and make them better able to draw the audience 
into this unique theatrical experience.  Ultimately, the response of our audiences will 
be the greatest test. 
 


