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Glory Days — Proudly displaying Class LL Football Championship 
plaque for the 1988 winning season were: Rich Magdon, left, Assistant 
Coach; Earl Lavery, center; Bob Maffei, right, Assistant Coach. 

A Rich Tradition
Coach Rich Magdon leaves a powerful football legacy

By Jack Slavinsky  
Retired Prep teacher and coach

I 

f you walk into Richie 

Magdon’s office at Prep 

you will see a number of 

security screens, a couple of 

comfortable chairs in front of 

Richie’s desk, and on the wall 

a number of photographs of 

friends, relatives and players 

past and present. There are 

motivational sayings and press 

clippings of players in colleges 

across the country. The walls 

also contain a number of 

awards the coach has received 

over the years. In one corner 

is a poster of a speech given 

by Vince Lombardi. “And in 

truth, I’ve never known a man 

worth his salt who in the 

long run, deep down in his 

heart, didn’t appreciate the 

grind, the discipline. There is 

something in good men that 

really yearns for discipline and 

the harsh reality of head to 

head combat.”

Football is a tough 

game played by tough 

people. Coaches have to 

be tough. They also have 

to be compassionate and 

caring. They have to be big 

brothers, surrogate parents, 

strict disciplinarians and 

father confessors. They walk 

a fine line between being 

Torquemada and Dr. Phil.

Rich Magdon has been a 

football coach for his entire 

adult life, most of it at Fairfield 

Prep. He began coaching 

when he was still a student 

at Fairfield University. While 

playing club football he 

injured his leg and could not 

continue playing. He decided 

he would try coaching and 

approached Earl Lavery 

about working as an 

unpaid assistant. 

Richie was an 

Economics 

major and had 

intended to 

pursue a career 

in business. 

He discussed 

his dilemma 

with his father 

and his high 

school coach 

Lou Saccone. 

His father 

suggested that 

sensibilities is never an easy 

task. Richie has always been 

a master at dealing with both 

and has never sacrificed his 

integrity in the balance.

Greg Zelinski ’01: “Playing 

for Rich Magdon was not 

only fun, it was a privilege. 

Rich was a great teacher of 

the game: his knowledge of 

football and skills in managing 

the football team, coaching 

staff and parents were very 

impressive. More importantly, 

however, Rich Magdon 

taught us about life. He had 

a plethora of quotations, 

anecdotes and wisdom. His 

most frequently offered 

advice was to ‘keep everything 

in perspective.’ Playing at 

Fairfield Prep for Rich Magdon 

meant more than just playing 

football; it was learning to 

grow up, be responsible, and 

be a man.”

One of the things Richie 

has been proudest of is the 

number of retired head 

coaches who have come 

to work for him at Prep. 

Besides myself, there was 

Vin Lombardo, John Oko and 

Charlie DiCenso. Perhaps 

Charlie said it best: “Coaching 

he should get an education 

degree. Lou told him it was a 

good career choice and he felt 

he would be successful as a 

teacher-coach. Richie coached 

freshman football at Prep for 

the 1970 and 1971 football 

seasons, going unscored on 

and undefeated in the 1971 

season. In those years he was 

paid a total of one hundred 

dollars.

In 1973, Richie took a job 

at Seymour High School as 

an assistant coach working 

with Dan Heffernan. Like 

Earl Lavery, Dan was one of 

the legendary figures in 

Connecticut high school 

football. Rich stayed at 

Seymour for five years 

and then returned to 

Fairfield Prep. After 

fifteen years as an 

assistant Richie 

became a head 

coach in 1993. 

Times have 

changed. Most young 

coaches today don’t 

have the patience 

to spend fifteen to 

seventeen years as 

an assistant waiting 

for their chance to become a 

head coach. Nor do they want 

to attend clinics and college 

spring practices in their 

spare time. However, in the 

seventies and eighties this was 

the accepted path to a head 

coaching position. 

I’ve known Richie both 

as a rival and as a colleague. 

I worked with him as an 

assistant for eight years. 

Richie can be eloquent 

and profane and he can 

be eloquently profane. He 

conducts himself with the 

swagger of a Hollywood tough 

guy; the Jimmy Cagney of high 

school coaches. He is one of 

the most loyal people I have 

ever worked with and is one 

of the most truthful. He is the 

same way with the kids who 

play for him. Coaching in high 

school can be difficult. Juggling 

parents and adolescent 

with Rich has really been a 

completion of my coaching 

career. Rich runs the program 

and makes the big decisions, 

but he wants his assistants to 

coach. He is the type of guy 

you want to coach for.” 

Richie has had a great 

career. He finishes with a 

record of 94 wins, 67 losses and 

2 ties. He’s had a remarkable 

influence on a large number 

of players and students. He’s 

kept up the Prep tradition of 

excellence, both on and off 

the field. He’ll continue to 

influence our young men daily 

as Prep Housemaster and 

Director of Facilities.

One final word; I worked for 

a guy years ago and a student 

referred to him one morning 

as Mr. So and So. He looked 

the kid in the eye and told 

him, “Call me coach, anybody 

can be a mister.” So long 

coach.

Jack Slavinsky taught 
at Fairfield Prep from 
1998 through 2007. He 
was voted Educator 

of the Year in 2002. He has been 
coaching football for over 30 years 
including Head Coach at Stamford 
Catholic and Assistant Coach at Prep.

“… he was tough and worked our tails off to make us a better team, 

but he made sure that his teams were out there for the right reasons 

— to have fun and to build good character.  He knew that winning 

games was simply a byproduct of getting the emphasis right.  I think 

this all comes naturally to him, at least it always seemed to, and 

is apparent to anyone that has spent time around him.  He has the 

ideal mix of smarts, humor, grit and caring, and he knows how to 

strike the right balance between being his players’ coach, mentor 

and friend. Reflecting on this, it’s no surprise that the first thing that 

comes to my mind when I think about Prep is Coach Magdon.”

— Dave Alpert ’00


