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Prep Fights Cancer 
 

Above: Freshmen class of 2020 learn about breast and 
testicular cancer prevention and treatment. 
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On October 26th, Prep students and faculty members were 

encouraged to wear their “Prep vs. Cancer” t-shirts in honor of 

Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Proceeds from shirt sales 

were sent to help fund cancer treatment.  

Quarter 1, Fall 2016 

 

 A note from the Editors 

Dear Readers, 

Over the past few months, The Soundings Staff has had the 
amazing chance to share their work with the Fairfield Prep 
Community. We cannot thank everyone enough for the support we 
have been given. As a student-run and student-written publication, 
The Soundings expresses a unique and non-biased standpoint on our 
great school. We would like to thank The Art Club for creating our 
cover page and for all the work they do for our community. 
In this edition of The Soundings, a new opinion-based editorial is 
included, giving the student body a stronger voice. 

 
AMDG, 

Evan Bean and Jamie Paul 

 



Campus Life 

 

 Astronomy Club on Lookout for Super Moon  
   

 

  

 Freshman Rally Day 
  

  

The Astronomy Club, also 

known as the Astronomers’ 

Society meets weekly and 

also goes on several fieldtrips 

every year. Anyone interested 

should contact senior Ben 

Martinez 

.p17bmartinez@fairfieldprep.o

rg.  

 

The last three months of 

2016 are each graced with a 

“super moon,” which occurs 

when the full moon makes a 

close approach to the Earth.  

Look for the full moon on 

November 14th, which will 

be the closest to Earth since 

1948. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

Words of Wisdom:  Take full advantage of the opportunities Prep has to offer.   

Brenden Flynn ’17 

 

Dodgeball, team-building exercises, and intense group activities 

greeted the Freshmen class on Wednesday, October 19th.  

While sophomores and juniors took their PSAT tests, the field 

turned from green to red with competing Freshmen. Senior 

leaders for the Freshmen Retreat had the chance to meet and 

bond with their underclassmen partners. 
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By Evan Bean 

mailto:p17bmartinez@fairfieldprep.org
mailto:p17bmartinez@fairfieldprep.org


Campus Life 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

2 

 

 

 

Trunk or Treat 

Seniors dressed up on 

Halloween to host the 

students from Hall School.  

The Seniors played 

carnival games with the 

students.  As the day 

closed, the students trick 

or treated at each Senior 

car, getting candy from 

each trunk! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Arts  

 

 Story Pirates  
 

On November 3rd, The Prep 

Players performed their 

original play, Story Pirates, in 

front of the elementary school 

children at Cathedral 

Academy in Bridgeport. To 

purchase tickets, call (203)-

254-4010 

  

 

 

  

 
Important: 
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Origin 

In the first weeks of the 

fall, students involved in 

The Prep Players from 

both Fairf ie ld Prep 

and various other 

high schools v is ited  

Cathedral Academy 

with representatives 

from the non-profit Story 

Pirates. After holding a 

creative writing workshop 

with the students, 44 

short stories were 

assembled. After several 

weeks of reading, 9 of 

these stories were 

chosen to be used in this 

year’s play. 

 

“The coolest part of being at Cathedral Academy was that it was really important to the third-

graders. They were so receptive. In fact, when one boy heard his name called, he jumped in the air. 

       -Mrs. Hoover  

     

This week, from Wednesday, November 9th to Friday, 

November 11th, Story Pirates is being shown at The Quick 

Center “Black Box” on Fairfield U Campus. Tickets can be 

purchased on-site.  

Mrs. Hoover, director of the play, says this year’s play is 

hilarious and encourages everyone to come see our students 

perform. 

 

By Evan Bean 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://previews.123rf.com/images/sararoom/sararoom1305/sararoom130500083/19717274-Vector-illustration-of-Pirate-Ship-Coloring-book-Stock-Vector-cartoon.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.123rf.com/photo_19717274_vector-illustration-of-pirate-ship--coloring-book.html&docid=bmA4cUAJu3esbM&tbnid=UeuM7z1lCgDrYM:&vet=1&w=1300&h=1300&bih=431&biw=914&ved=0ahUKEwjcwqLP_pfQAhXE5yYKHUWpDo8QMwhlKC0wLQ&iact=mrc&uact=8


The Arts  

 

 
 

 

Art Space Expansion: 
An Interview with Mrs. Hoover 
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Q: What inspired the new space to be built?  

A: Right after Fr. Simisky was announced as the incoming 

President, he reached out to ask what we could do to grow 

the arts programming at Prep. He had seen the good work 

that we were doing and he wanted to support and develop 

it. One of the things I said we were in need of was more 

space because we had more than grown out of the 

classroom we were rehearsing in. We were bursting at the 

seams, with cast members literally pushed up against the 

wall to try and stay out of the way of other actors. Bringing 

the art room to this floor was also an important part of the 

project because it strengthens the arts as a department and 

brings attention to the work that we are doing.  

Q:  Will this new space assist the prep players? And how?  

A:  The great thing about it is how much space we have gained, 

and how that will allow us to grow. We barely had room to 

have the whole cast at a rehearsal before. Now we have the 

room to spread out, to block scenes with more characters 

without feeling crowded, to do big musical numbers without 

running into each other. Opening the space opens the 

possibilities and that is exciting. 

Q: What are your personal thoughts and opinions on the new 

space and production this year?  

A: In many ways, this year I am watching ideas that I have had for 

a long time come together. It is exciting to watch the program 

grow, and I am eager to see where these new opportunities 

take us next.    By Jack Smith 

 

 

 

Art and Math Fusion 

Several weeks ago, 

Mrs. Ardito’s Honors 

Pre-Calculus students 

created graphic designs 

using functions they had 

learned in class. The 

depictions included but 

were not limited to: 

 The Star Wars Logo 

 Several Natural 

Settings 

 A Wolf Holding A 

Rose 

 Train Tracks 

 The “FP” Logo 

Students then voted for 

their favorite designs 

within their classes. By 

a very close margin, a 

drawing of Stewie from 

Family Guy won by two 

points. 

By Evan Bean 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.dublin.k12.ca.us/cms/lib5/CA01001424/Centricity/Domain/741/precalc image.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dublin.k12.ca.us/Page/10382&docid=HovpEAL-A9_3uM&tbnid=kdvKpZSjjvdAKM:&vet=1&w=550&h=550&bih=471&biw=1000&ved=0ahUKEwitot-34JXQAhVC4CYKHSFZDlYQMwhGKAwwDA&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

 Varsity Football 
   

 

  

 JV Football 
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After a 29 win streak, Shelton High was defeated by the 

Jesuits 38-15. Sophomore Doug Harrison scored 5 

touchdowns, rushed for 340 yards on two carries, and 

helped crush our rival.  Prep’s current record is 5-3. All 

students are asked to come to this week’s home game on 

Friday. The larger the bomb squad, the better.  

Freshman Football 

With a 5-3 record, the 

Freshmen Team won 

against Daniel Hand, Hill 

House, Notre Dame West 

Haven, Hamden, and 

Cheshire. Losses were 

against Wilbur Cross, 

Xavier, and Shelton. The 

team hopes to end their 

season with 7-3 with their 

last two games, North 

Haven this Thursday, the 

10th, and West Haven on 

the 17th.  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday, November 5th, JV Football won their away, 

nonconference game against Shelton High. On 

November 1st, the team won their away game against 

Hamden. In their most impressive game of the year, the 

Jesuits went 49-0 against Wilber Cross. With a current 

record 3-1-0 record, our team is having quite a 

successful season. Coach Tom Shea says, “The 

Sophomore class is a very unique and talented group of 

players with a great work ethic. It’s a pleasure to work 

with them every day. With continued effort, over time, I 

am confident that we will progress to become a very 

successful team.” 

By Evan Bean 

 

SPORTS 

 

“The blocking was unbelievable, the O line was tremendous! We started the week 

with great practices. It was perfect.” –Doug Harrison 

. 

McAvery covers blocked 
punt in FP 2-0 victory over 
Wilbur Cross. 

Go Jesuits! 



 

S 

 
 

 

Varsity Soccer  
 

Freshman Soccer 
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JV Soccer 

Ending their season 

with a 9-3-2 record, the 

JV Soccer Team held 

their standard of 

excellence on the field. 

Over fourteen very 

competitive games, the 

team fought with 

supreme intensity. The 

title “Man of the match” 

was often given to the 

hardest-working, most 

competitive, and most 

influential athlete of a 

game. In the final two 

games of their season, 

a back-to-back set in 

the frigid cold, Prep 

competed to the last 

second and locked in a 

great record. 

By Evan Bean 

Below:  Fairfield Prep senior defender Biagio Paoletta battles 

West Haven senior forward Salah Oumorou in a 3-2 victory for 

the Jesuits, Wednesday, September 21, 2016, at Conway 

Field at Rafferty Stadium at Fairfield University. 

 

Varsity Soccer had a very successful season. With an 

overall record of 9-3-4, the Jesuits were given ample 

competition, to which they met with a fiery intensity. Senior 

Night gave a great start to the Varsity team’s year, winning 

2-0 against Shelton High. This year’s team was very 

balanced, with some very aggressive players such as Daniel 

Szabo and Biagio Paoletta, as well as some finesse players 

like Ian Cantrell, Jamie Becker, and Julio Ojea Quintana. 

Unfortunately, the Shelton Gaels defeated Prep Jesuits 1-0 

on November 3rd in the SCC Soccer Final. 

  

In fall 2016, Fairfield Prep welcomed new Freshman Soccer 

coach, Jack Read.  The new team had a good season, and 

is developing many quality athletes. 

 

 

SPORTS 

 



 

 Cross Country                                    by Max Pantoja 
   

 

  

 

Prep XC Team Shows Strength with Strong 
Committed Runners, and High CT Rankings 
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SPORTS 

 

  

 

The Fairfield Prep Cross Country team is a no-cut athletic 

team consisting of 46 runners.  To paraphrase Head Coach 

Robert Ford, “As long as the runners try hard, they have a 

place on the team!” 

The Varsity team consists of the best runners on the entire 

team.  The Junior Varsity team consists of runners above 

ninth grade, and is a middle ground between the Freshmen 

and the top athletes.  Freshmen teams occasionally run their 

own races, but usually compete in the same races as the 

Junior Varsity.  

Coaching Staff 

The Fairfield Prep Cross 

Country Team is blessed 

with three coaches:  

Robert Ford Junior, Chris 

Sages, and Robert Ford 

Senior. Coach Chris 

Sages manages the 

Junior Varsity and 

Freshmen runners, while 

Head Coach Robert Ford 

organizes the training for 

the Varsity runners. 

Coach Ford Senior, 

Coach Robert Ford’s 

father handles the 

organizational aspects of 

the team. 

 

 

“As long as the runners try hard, they have a place on the team!” 

Cross Country runners practice daily on Lessing Field, where 

they warm up with a short half mile run. Each group then meets 

with their coaches for specific instructions for that day’s run.  At 

the beginning of the season, the Varsity group started running 

seven or eight miles a day, and is now running roughly nine or 

ten miles a day.  Junior Varsity and Freshmen runners started off 

at four or five miles a day, and are now running roughly six miles 

a day.  According to Coach Sages, the new runners were very 

energetic, and through continued hard work they have exceeded 

expectations.   

As of this writing, the whole Cross Country team has run eight 

races together this past season, not including championship 

races or races for specific runners.  Overall, the Cross Country 

team has done well, which can be seen at the SCC 

Championships and Class LL championships.   

 At SCC Cross Country championship, Varsity and JV XC 

each placed fifth in their race with 123 and 170 points, 

respectively.  The Freshman XC team took fourth place in 

their race with 85 points.  

 At Class LL championship, Varsity XC took ninth place with 

outstanding performances by runners Drew Thompson in 

second place, and Chris Nilsson in tenth place.  



S 

 
 

 

Crew 
 

Head of the Charles   by Ben Short 
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Sailing 

Prep Sailors had a long, 

warm fall season. 

Within the next few 

weeks, the team will be 

traveling down to 

Louisiana to compete in 

their first and only 

regatta of the season. 

Sailor Jamie Paul 

comments that this 

year’s team is very 

strong and ready for the 

intense competit ion  

“down south”. 

 

 

Fairfield Prep Crew had a very successful season, having three 

boats medal in the New England High School Championship. 

From Philadelphia, to New Jersey, to Boston, The Jesuits 

pushed themselves harder and harder as the season 

progressed. Head Coach Ed Feldheim said, “We had a good 

season, but our expectation in the Spring is to have 3 boats 

medal in the NEIRA championship!” The rowers are now 

entering their Winter training season. 

During fall regattas, it's hard not to be carried away by the 

atmosphere. Between the races, the rowers, and the whole 

environment itself, regattas hold unique to themselves. The 

Head of the Charles Regatta is no exception. On October 

22nd through the 23rd, thousands of boats from all over the 

globe came to Boston, Massachusetts to attend the renowned 

Head of the Charles Regatta. The race is the largest two day 

rowing event in the world, and Prep had the privilege of 

attending. On Sunday, Prep debuted in its first international 

regatta, placing 60th out of 80 boats.  

The V1 boat included Coxswain John Pacelli, and rowers 

James Thornton, Will Short, MJ Duffy, Eric Spinka, Derrick 

Grabe, Pat Dolan, Dante Manello, and Billy Duffy.  The 

athletes had been working tirelessly since the beginning of the 

season, including practices five days of the week, with a few 

early morning sessions.  This fall, the rowers received the 

reward for their demanding work.  Keep up the good work! 

 

SPORTS 

 



Bellarmine Corner 

 
 

 
English Curriculum  By George Seyfried 
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Right Stuff. Ms. Penn, Mr. Sather, and Mrs. Clark currently teach 

English II while Mr. Shea teaches English II Honors. 

Junior English revolves around American Literature. Students read 

some of the most famous American authors and works such as The 

Catcher in the Rye, The Great Gatsby, and The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn. AP English III students continue to read American 

Literature, though their course also focuses on preparation for the 

AP English Literature Exam. AP English III students also read The 

Scarlet Letter, Moby Dick, Invisible Bridge, and A Streetcar Named 

Desire. Junior English revolves around how literary devices are 

utilized by authors to enable readers to further understand the 

author’s intent. Mr. Chesbro, Ms. Penn, and Mrs. Hoover teach 

American Lit while Mr. Sather and Mr. Denby teach AP English III. 

Senior English is designed to supply seniors with an understanding 

of British writers as they prepare to enter college. Students in the 

British Writers course, taught by Mrs. Clark, Mr. Denby, and Mrs. 

O’Reilly focus on English literature including Beowulf, Gulliver's 

Travels, Frankenstein, and additionally examines works written by 

Shakespeare and James Joyce. The AP English IV course, taught 

by Mr. Chesbro, primarily focuses on the examination of literary 

nonfiction.  Both courses culminate in a comprehensive exam 

where seniors are expected to read, analyze, and compose a 

college-level paper based on an approved novel, and independent 

of instruction. Seniors can also elect to take Creative Writing with 

Mr. Sather which enables students to generate their ‘creative 

voice.’ 

 

 

 

Students begin their English studies in either  Mr. Shea, Mrs. Clark, or 

Miss Kaye’s Freshman English course which examines the hero in 

literature. Students read and discuss the Odyssey, A Lesson Before 

Dying, Romeo and Juliet, All Quiet on the Western Front, and A 

Separate Peace.   

The sophomore English curriculum expands on the hero in literature 

as students discuss the tragic hero. This is implemented through 

readings of Antigone and Oedipus and students are able to grasp an 

idea of what the archetype of a tragic hero is. Students read To Kill A 

Mockingbird, The Kite Runner, Julius Caesar, The Natural, Of Mice 

and Men, and honors students additionally read Macbeth and The 

Tech Assisted Learning 

The Fairfield Prep English 

curriculum supplies Fairfield 

Prep students with the 

opportunity to study the 

writing and thinking of some 

of the greatest writers of all 

time. Fairfield Prep’s 

implementation of the 1:1 

iPad program integrates 

technology with the English 

curriculum; English students 

memorize and are tested on 

vocabulary through a website 

called Membean, learn 

grammar through English 

Grammar 101, and are able 

to read, annotate, and look 

up unfamiliar words through 

iBooks, all with one tap of a 

finger. 

 

Seniors are expected to read, analyze, and compose a college-

level paper based on an approved novel. 

 

 

 



Bellarmine Corner 

 

First Quarter Grades  By George Seyfried 

 
 

 

 

What is the PSAT? 

 

The PSAT is a test 

taken by Sophomores 

and Juniors to 

determine their skill 

level in math and 

English, and to see 

how well they can 

perform on a 

standardized test. One 

of the goals of the 

PSAT is to help a 

student figure out 

which of the 

standardized tests is 

the best test for him -  

the SAT that focuses 

on writing, reading and 

math, or the ACT that 

additionally includes 

science and an essay 

section. 

 

PSAT Student Review   By Charlie Flynn 

 

Report cards were released at 3:00 on Friday, October 28. If 

students are curious to calculate their quarterly GPA, Prep 

calculates GPA’s as follow. After adding up the grade points 

that the student earned, he must divide his grade points by 

the amount of credits earned. All classes are one credit, with 

the exceptions of iPad Basic Skills (0.5 credits, an ‘A’ 

becomes a 2.0) and Asian Humanities Honors (1.5 credits, 

an ‘A’ becomes a 6.375). An official GPA will be released on 

your semester report card in January. 

Academic distinctions are as follows: Students who earn a 

3.40-3.64 earn the distinction of cum laude, the magna cum 

laude distinction is reserved for students with between a 

3.65-3.89, and the summa cum laude distinction requires a 

GPA of 3.90 or higher. Official academic distinctions will be 

released in January, but calculating one’s GPA enables a 

student to understand how he stands, and may motivate him 

to attempt to finish the semester with a higher GPA by putting 

in more work. Peer tutors are always available in the 

Academic Center.  See Mrs. Thomas for more details. 
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On October 19th the sophomores had their first chance to 

take the PSAT and there were mixed reactions. Many 

students felt the easiest part of the PSAT was the writing and 

the toughest part was the math because for the Sophomores 

some concepts had not been taught in class yet. Math was a 

50/50 type of section where you either knew the answer or 

had no clue at all. The reading section seemed to be okay 

for most guys because even though the passages were long 

the questions were well worded and the answers could be 

easily found in the text. 

After talking with students the most popular opinion was that 

the PSAT was more difficult for Sophomores compared to 

Juniors because Sophomores had not yet learned a lot of the 

material on the test. Another observation was that most 

Sophomores had not taken a timed test of the magnitude of 

the PSAT since the Prep Entrance Exam two years earlier.  

They were simply out-of-practice. 

By Charlie Flynn 
 



Bellarmine Corner 

 

 The Index Card Challenge 
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Every quarter, all the physics classes, which are comprised of 

Sophomores and Juniors, have a fun, interactive project related 

to what the students are learning in class.  This quarter, the 

physics students were tasked with the “Index Card Challenge.” 

The challenge was to create a structure out of note cards which 

would be capable of holding heavy weights.  In completing this 

project, towers had to be taller than 30 centimeters, or a little 

over a foot.  The builders also could not overlap cards or use 

more than thirty, which required the builders to come up with 

innovative ways to keep the cards in position.   

 

Design and Testing 

There were many different 

techniques used to hold 

the maximum amount of 

weight.  Some students 

folded the cards into 

triangles or squares.   

The majority of the 

students rolled the cards 

(as pictured above), which 

gave the widest base for 

the weight to be evenly 

distributed.   

“This project was a fantastic way to use physics 

knowledge in an applied setting.” –Mrs. Sheela Kar 

The students worked in this project in and out of class, running 

tests at home to ensure the tower could hold weight and be 

easily replicated from trial to trial.  Projects were tested in class 

on October 20th and 21st, with supervision from the teacher.  

Towers were assembled on the floor and books stacked on top 

until the tower gave out.  The structures were strong and held 

many large textbooks. The results were based on the ratio 

between the force, in Newtons and the number of cards used.  

The goal was to get 5 Newtons, a little over a pound, for every 

one card.  Many students succeeded by building structures with 

ratios of six Newtons per card or even higher.   

This project was a fantastic way to use physics knowledge in an 

applied setting. It also gave the students a chance to work in 

pairs, helping each other learn more about the concepts at work 

and how to support the most amount of weight. 

By Jamie Paul 

  



Ignatian Corner 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
All Saint’s Day at Prep 

On November 1, Fairfield Prep 

celebrated All-Saints' Day at its 

annual all-school gathering for 

mass at Alumni Hall, in keeping 

with the holy day of obligation 

observed by the Catholic Church 

since roughly 400AD. As the 

name implies, the school 

gathered to celebrate the feast 

day for all saints recognized by 

the church, both the saints with 

their own separate feast days and 

those who do not have one. The 

mass opened with Fairfield Prep's 

Alma Mater. Following the 

readings and Gospel, Fr. 

Stockdale gave a Sermon calling 

on students, faculty, and others in 

attendance to not only live out the 

good moral virtues that other 

saints performed during their 

lifetimes, but to write our own 

'story' in God's image. Fr. 

Stockdale blessed Fairfield Prep's 

student ministers, initiating or 

renewing them into an integral 

part of our Campus Ministry 

Department. Later, the Litany of 

the Saints was conveyed though 

song by the Liturgical Choir, led 

by pianists and conductors Mr. 

Cashman and Mrs. Evans, and 

cantors Alfred Kelly and Cole 

Simons. After the Eucharist, the 

mass was concluded and 

students went back to class in 

good 'spirit' due to shortened 

classes, as the mass occurred 

during the school day.  

 

NEW FACULTY INTERVIEW 

 

Mrs. Smith 

Theology 
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Q: What do you teach?   

A: I teach two sections of Theology One, the freshman course, and 

three sections of Social Ethics, the senior course. 

Q: Where did you go to school?  

A: I studied Finance and Marketing at Miami University in Oxford, 

Ohio.  My Masters is in Religious Studies and Education from 

Fordham University and I am currently back at Fordham working 

on my PhD in Religious Education. 

Q: What is your teaching background?  

A: I previously taught Theology at Convent of the Sacred Heart in 

Greenwich, CT.  This year, in addition to teaching at Prep, I will 

also adjunct a course at Fordham and serve as the Coordinator of 

the newly formed Catholic Service Corps for the Diocese of 

Bridgeport. 

Q: Why did you choose to teach Theology?   

A: What better subject to teach?  I spend my day praying and talking 

about God.  In my life, I have come to appreciate the rich tradition 

and personal practice of my faith as gifts that comprise the very 

foundation of my character.  I cannot think of a more important 

understanding and appreciation that I could pass on to the next 

generation.   

Q: Why did you choose to teach at Prep?   

A: I like to believe Prep and I chose each other, and I definitely think 

it was through the discernment of the Holy Spirit that I am here!  

Prep has an outstanding academic reputation, so I always knew 

this would be an excellent teaching environment, but after 

witnessing the Prep experience firsthand through my son, I also 

knew I would be joining a wonderful community.  

Q: What was your first impressions of the Prep community?   

A: I have been simultaneously overwhelmed and humbled by the 

sense of family at Prep.  Everyone at Prep works very hard, and 

there are so many individuals here that truly want to guarantee 

your success as an educator.  People here really are men and 

women for others. 

 

 

 

By John Godino 

By  

Cole Simons 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj1mtDDg5PQAhWBfCYKHd5eCVMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.fairfieldprep.org/page.cfm?p%3D2763&bvm=bv.137904068,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGp0E5Q5007eFaCH1PwHdAkuZe-Zw&ust=1478483659114387


Ignatian Corner 

 
 

 Friday Morning Mass   
   

 

  

 Liturgical Music 
  

Confirmation 

14 

The Confirmation program at 

Prep is open to all Juniors and 

Seniors who have yet to receive 

Confirmation.  The Confirmation 

program is run by Fr. Stockdale 

and Mr. Gualtiere through the 

campus ministry department.  

The program was started when 

Fr. Stockdale realized that many 

other high schools offered the 

same thing to Freshmen and 

Sophomores.  Fr. Stockdale 

decided to have the program for 

 

1 John 4:7-8  “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been 

born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” 

Liturgical Music is a club at Fairfield Prep for singers and 

musicians who wish to make a year-long commitment to being 

part of Prep’s Choir, which performs at all-school masses and 

special events. This club meets on Tuesdays from 2:45 to 

3:15 in B304, to rehearse songs and prepare for upcoming 

liturgies. Rehearsal dates vary by the occurrence of school 

masses. The moderators of Liturgical Music are Prep’s very 

own Mrs. Christine Evans and Mr. Christian Cashman.  Both 

help prepare songs, direct the choir, and even sing along. 

Liturgical Music is open to any and all students who wish to 

join and those having an interest in singing at masses or 

playing an instrument. Not only is the choir open to students 

but also Prep faculty and administrators. 

By Brenden Martinez 

 

 

 

The Fairfield Prep Campus Ministry hosts a morning mass 

every Friday morning at 8:00 a.m. in St. Joseph’s Chapel. 

The morning mass is either celebrated by Fr. Stockdale or 

Fr. Simisky, and students are also invited to serve, either as 

Lector, Eucharistic Minister, or Altar Server (contact Fr. 

Stockdale for more information on how to serve). Many 

sports teams celebrate mass before a big game, most 

notably the Fairfield Prep football team. If you are interested 

in lectoring or serving for mass, see Fr. Stockdale. 

By George Seyfried 

 

Juniors and Seniors so that there 

is no competition between schools.  It 

was approved last year with two 

students completing the program 

and being confirmed last spring 

by Bishop Caggiano.  We are hoping 

that many more will join this year! 

Fr. Stockdale hosts meetings 

throughout the year that all who 

wish to be confirmed attend.  

The Confirmandi must also attend 

a Kairos retreat, participate in 

weekly mass, and keep a 

confirmation journal to reflect on 

their spiritual journey.  The students 

are also encouraged to participate 

in small prayer groups on a 

regular basis.  These activities 

allow the students to get the 

most out of their spiritual journey 

with Christ and the Holy Spirit.   

If you have any questions see Fr. 

Stockdale or Mr. Gualtiere at 

Campus ministry.  Do not miss 

out because forms are due by 

November 30th. By Charlie Flynn 
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Redirect Traffic Tickets  

Alternatively, I propose to 

the University to use that 

hefty income in the 

community. If fines must 

be so high, fine – but let’s 

unite as a Jesuit 

community committed to 

justice, compassion, and 

social service. The money 

collected from parking 

violations of students, who 

our united Jesuit school 

communities seek to form 

in the likeness of Ignatius, 

should be used for 

altruistic and selfless 

needs in the Greater 

Fairfield area. This way, 

our school communities 

will put our beautiful 

shared faith of mercy, 

compassion, and selflessness 

into practice, and will 

inspire students to do the 

same. 

 

As the school year kicks into full gear, many Juniors responsibly take hold of their 

new upperclassmen driving privileges as Seniors enter their second year as role 

model drivers. There are few things more exciting then rolling up to school on the 

first day you can drive or driving away from school on Friday with a car full of kids 

excited for the weekend. A step towards maturity and adulthood, driving – in all its 

pleasures and tumult – is a landmark of American adolescence. 

After the new drivers have settled in after a week or so, and the excitement and 

hubris has been toned down to normal teenage levels, the new Prep driver meets 

their newest companion – the Fairfield University Public Safety parking 

enforcement officer! 

Talk about a buzz kill – there is nothing that can kill your joy more than a hefty fine 

on an ugly orange parking ticket on the windshield of your car. We have all been 

there – we are running late for school for one reason or another. We got stuck 

behind a school bus, had to share cars with a sibling, had to scrape ice off of the 

windshield, or had to take a parent to the train station or an appointment. There 

are thousands of legitimate reasons why a good intentioned Prep student may be 

running late. 

But oh! He makes it to campus in time! His joy is quickly dampened when he 

realizes that there are no more spaces in the senior lot, or that he does not have 

time to make the ten-minute walk from the junior across campus. But he has a test 

first period! What is there to do? The student is merely trying to honor his 

academic commitments.  

He parks in the visitor Kelly lot or behind the RecPlex, promising – as God as his 

witness – that he will move it during lunch when he has time and there are plenty 

of spaces available due to cars mysteriously disappearing every fifth period 

(puzzling, isn’t it?).  

But no! The universe – or should I say, the parking attendant - affords you no 

mercy, no luck, and no break. You are slapped with a $60 fine. Yes, that’s right, 

sixty dollars. Parking violations at the Fairfield train station are $6. But hey, as 

members of a Jesuit community we are committed to justice.  

Gracious for the safety that the Public Safety Department provides us - as well as 

for this platform in our school paper – I respectfully raise a question to the merits 

of the fines. Surveying the Class of 2017, the average number of tickets received 

during the 2015-2016 year was 4 – amounting to $240 owed by each student in 

fines. Out of about 220 students, it is safe to assume that 160 students drive. 

Thus, Fairfield University received $38,400 in straight profit from one class of 

drivers. If one doubles that to include both classes, Fairfield University collected 

nearly $76,800 in parking violation fines. 

That is quite the coffer for our humble Jesuit institution to be sitting on, especially 

due to their parking fines being ten times larger than those of the Town of Fairfield. 

It is of my opinion that the University should not be profiting on the errors, faults, 

and misfortunes of those whom they are seeking to educate – at least not in such 

a lucrative manner. It is not the way of mercy and compassion advocated for by St. 

Ignatius. 

 

An Ignatian Alternative to Parking Tickets 

By Damian Chessare 
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 Deep Divide in FP Mock Election Exit Polls 
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Mock Election Results 
 
 

 "Donald Trump, because I agree 

with his more conservative policy, 

and I dislike the corruption 

surrounding Clinton's political 

career. (FP ’18) 

 "Trump, because Donald is more 

truthful than Hillary and, the whole 

email situation makes me 

uncomfortable with her being 

president." (FP ’19) 

 "I would vote for Donald Trump 

because I am honestly afraid of 

Hillary Clinton. She not only is a 

liar, but also extremely superficial. 

Also, she publicly stated that 

Trump supporters are a 'basket of 

deplorables.'   I find it funny how 

she claims that she is for the 

people, when she mocks about 

half of the American voters." (FP 

18) 

 "I would not vote because all the 

political candidates seem to be 

contradicting themselves. There 

have been numerous incidents 

where all candidates have been 

hypocritical, and I do not believe a 

president is fit if they are not strong 

on their opinions." (FP ’18) 

 "I would not vote for Trump due to 

his erratic behavior and I would not 

vote for Hillary because of her email 

scandal and the fact that she is a 

liar." (FP ’17) 

 

By Frank Galaggi 

 

 "Hillary because I do not trust 

Donald Trump with the nuclear 

codes." (FP ’20)  

 "Hillary Clinton because her 

policies, such as her plan to fix 

Obamacare and her policies on 

foreign affairs, seem to be most 

effective. That and despite her 

email controversy, she seems to 

respect all peoples." (FP ’18) 

 "I would vote for Hillary Clinton. 

After witnessing Donald Trump's 

horrible racism, especially towards 

Hispanics and Muslims, I feel that 

he is not the candidate to unite the 

nation, which it especially needs at 

this time. Clinton fights for equal 

rights for all Americans regardless 

and she has my vote." (FP) 

 "I find myself switching between the 

two. I consider myself a moderate, 

Yankee Republican. I have never 

been for Trump - I hate how he has 

destroyed the Republican Party, 

and I can't stand his egotism or 

bigotry. However, Clinton is corrupt 

to the core and she isn't being held 

accountable. If she is elected, I fear 

she may continue the policies of 

the Obama administration, which I 

believe have only weakened 

America at home and abroad.  With 

great hesitation, I think I will 

cautiously vote for Clinton because 

she is moderate enough, and her 

presidency allows the GOP to 

bounce back and redeem 
themselves" (FP ’17) 

 "I would not vote because I feel like 

all of the candidates are not suited 

to be president, but if I had to make 

a choice, Hillary.”  (FP ’18) 

After Donald Trump won 

the Mock Presidential 

Election at Prep, I 

wanted to go around the 

school and learn why 

students voted (or did 

not vote) for the person 

they feel is best suited to 

be the next President of 

the United States. I 

asked students the 

question "If you were 

able to vote in the 2016 

Presidential Election, 

who would you vote for 

and why?" The answers 

are extremely interesting. 

Hearing the youths’ 

opinion is important 

because we are the next 

generation who will run 

this country. Many of the 

students chose to remain 

anonymous due to the 

fact that they feared they 

would be thought of 

different by their peers, 

teachers, and other 

readers of the 

“Soundings." 

 

Q: If you were able to vote in the 2016 Presidential Election, who 

would you vote for and why? 
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United We Stand Strong 

In the last two years, 

however, we have seen a 

turn. Thanks to the hard 

work and generosity of Fr. 

Simisky, Mrs. Evans, Mrs. 

Hoover, and Mr. Fosse-

Previs, and countless 

others, The Art Department 

has been given a stronger 

voice. We’ve received 

expanded facilities, found a 

stronger voice. To 

reciprocate, we strive to find 

eloquentia perfecta through 

our talents.  

All we need now is for the 

Prep community to truly 

embrace and take pride in 

what we, the students of 

The Art Department, have to 

offer. We understand that 

change can take time, and 

like the desegregation of the 

1960’s, we are already 

beginning to see changes in 

our Brotherhood. Let us, as 

a school, abolish the aged 

philosophy of “separate but 

equal”, and replace it with 

“united, we stand strong”. 

Hail Fairfield. 

By Evan Bean   

 

“Separate but equal”, a phrase coined in 1896, created the 

false illusion that two bodies, two entities, could exist 

independently from one another while maintaining equal rights, 

privileges, and priority. The Fine Arts and Athletics Departments 

share the very same flawed belief.  

Prep, known for its competitive athletics, boasts a total of 32 

teams, 33 if including bowling, and 39 of including Intramurals. 

Each team, excluding Intramurals, has at least one coach; and 

in some cases, up to 4 or 5. Although these coaching positions 

are not full time jobs, they do receive a sizable amount of Prep 

funds. In addition, Prep’s teams have many facilities, both on 

campus and off, for athletic training. 12 locations, spanning 

from Captains Cove, to Brooklawn Country Club, to Southington 

Mountain, are primarily rented our school during a team’s 

respective season. 

However, our Art Department, though accompanied by a very 

talented faculty and student community, has a much smaller 

name for itself and receives much less credit. The Art 

Department has only 3 teachers, 3 rooms, 3 practice rooms, 

less than 10 classes for all 4 years, and 4 extracurricular 

ensembles. The numbers shown above against the masses of 

The Athletic Department are staggering. 

Every year, Prep sends several students to the Western 

Regional auditions, an almost state-wide competition to be 

accepted into very select choral and orchestral groups. Year 

after year, our piers are accepted. Less than five years ago, 

one of our alumni made it to the National Auditions.  

Our shows: The Fall Play, the Spring Musical, Winter Concert, 

and Spring Concert, are all performed with excellence.  In fact, 

last year Prep Players received a Halo Award for their pit band. 

But possibly most impressive of all, our jazz ensembles perform 

at The Apollo Theatre in Harlem every year, a hall that has 

once held the likes of Jimi Hendrix, Ella Fitzgerald, and James 

Brown. 

Unfortunately, these accomplishments are never widely made 

known to the Prep community.  

 

Art Vs. Athletics 
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We hope you enjoyed the first publication of The Soundings 

Quarterly Report. If you have any questions, comments, or 

criticisms about the publication, please email Co-editors Evan 

Bean and George Seyfried. P19ebean@fairfieldprep.org, 

p18gseyfried@fairfieldprep.org. 
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