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At the recent 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics, Fairfield 
Prep graduate Chris Drury played with the United States of America 
Men’s Hockey Team. Chris’s best game was in the USA versus 
Canada game, where he scored in the second period, breaking the tie 
between the USA and Canada. 

Chris Drury, Class of 1994, played Hockey with Fairfield 
Prep while he was at school. While at Prep he won a Hockey State 
Championship, and was one of the captains on the team. After Prep 
he went on the become the captain of the New York Rangers.  
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Olympian Chris Drury Shines 
By Maxwell Schroder 
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The countdown to Easter has begun and the Prep 
community acknowledges the season of Lent in more ways than 
one.  

We began by holding a school-wide mass in honor of this 
joyous season on Wednesday, February 24. Students and faculty 
listened to some words of wisdom given by our special guest 
celebrant, Fr. Gerry Blaszczak, S. J., the Chaplain of Fairfield 
University. Fr. Blaszczak, recounting his own high school 
experiences, encouraged students to always stand up for what is 
right regardless of what everyone else is doing.  

Furthermore, the Prep cafeteria has suspended serving meat 
on Fridays in honor of Lent, a long-standing tradition of the 
Church to honor Christ’s sacrifice. This is also the time of year 
when many Catholics choose to give up a certain thing for the forty 
days of Lent.  

The items that some Prep students have chosen to give up 
range from the ever-popular sacrifice of candy to even giving up 
Facebook for these next couple of weeks. As Lent has been 
progressing, the Prep community has certainly been proactive in 
doing its share to celebrate this sacred season. 

Lent Begins 
By Zack Creta 

Pramer “Honored” 
By Connor Ryan 

Senior, Tyler Pramer, has been honored with 
“News Channel 12: Scholar-Athlete Award.”  Pramer 
recently won second place in SCC Diving Finals and 
is said to be one of the best divers in Connecticut, and 
possibly the nation. 

According to a News Channel 12 telecast, 
Pramer “perfects” almost every night of the week, 
both at a local Y.M.C.A. and at Yale University.  
“Being able to get on the board, and know that I 
practice hard, and that if I just do what I know how to 
do, I’ll succeed.  That’s what I like about diving,” 
Pramer remarked in the telecast. 

Head swim coach, Bruce Jaffe commented, 
that it is quite rare to have an athlete like Pramer — 
not just such a gifted diver, but also a first place 
swimmer. 

Pramer will attend Yale University next fall. 
 

Keltos Forewarns 
By Zack Creta 

Since Christmas, a school-wide presentation 
was made by Technology Department Chair, Mrs. 
Keltos, to warn students of the consequences of 
irresponsible social networking.  

Taking images and text excerpts straight from 
Prep students’ Facebook pages, Mrs. Keltos talked 
about what frivolous postings’ affects can have on 
college acceptances as well as chances at 
employment. In addition to monitoring the content 
that fills Facebook pages, students were reminded that 
when social networking, the less personal we are, the 
better so as to protect our identities and personal 
information.  

Furthermore, today’s increasingly problematic 
issue of “sexting” was also addressed during the 
presentation. Several examples were cited of the 
unfortunate consequences that have happened to other 
high school students as a result of sending graphic 
pictures via cell phone.  

This informative presentation certainly left 
students with much food for thought on the dangers 
of irresponsible social behavior. Mrs. Keltos’ eye-
opening stories on its harsh consequences should 
definitely make students think twice, before posting 
something that could affect them later. 
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Profile: Olson S.J. 
By Connor Ryan 

historical figures 
Aristotle, St. Peter, St. Thomas Aquinas and Alexis 
De Tocqueville 
 
academic subject: 
political science 
 
U.S. President:  
Ronald Reagan 
 
book genre:  
political philosophy 
 
magazine(s):  
National Review and First Things 
 
movie:  
“The Blind Side” 
 
musical artist:  
Neil Diamond 
 
television show:  
“The Office” 
 
animal: 
 Chihuahua 
 
color:  
red 
 
beverage:  
black coffee 
 
fruit:  
mango 
 
vegetable: avocado 
 
vacation spot: anywhere that can be reached by 
cruise ship 
 
season:  
summer 
 
holiday:  
Christmas 

 

Of all the things that the Campus Ministry Department does, 
the Freshman Retreat is among the most difficult to organize and 
certainly requires the most time for preparation.  In talking with many 
members of the faculty and staff at Prep, it does seem as though the 
retreat continues to gradually improve over the years.  And having 
been deeply invested in this retreat as a co-Director, I am happy to 
say that this year’s Freshman Retreat, which had the theme “Blank 
Canvas, Paint Our Future,” was perhaps the best one yet. 

The retreat began with an outstanding opening ceremony, 
following Freshman Field Day, which brought great excitement and 
proved to be a truly great show.  The opening ceremony told the story 
of a Prep student being taken as a sacrifice for the retreat and then 
sent into the future using a time machine (made by Mr. Bramble to 
look like the Delorian) which was the supposed invention of Dr. 
Lewis.  With a great light show, music, and fog machines the 
freshmen were amazed as our actor, Alex Tortora, went back in time.  
It continued onward with interviews of Prep teachers, administrators, 
and staff with questions about Prep and other strange questions that 
made the audience chuckle.  This marvelous ceremony concluded 
with the viewing of Back to the Future, the movie chosen which 
relates to the theme of the retreat.  Thursday’s events concluded with 
the first group meeting which included ice breakers, group discussion, 
and the creation of group posters.  With all of this having gone so 
well, the Freshman Retreat truly began with a great start.  

Friday was an even busier day full of events and activities.  
The morning began with so many different events such as the Quad 
Challenge, reconciliation, and a marvelous and inspiring talk given by 
Mr. Shea.  Also included in the morning’s scheduled activities were 
two talks.  The first was friendship talk given by a fellow student and 
one was a faith talk given by a member of the faculty.  Following this 
the students went off campus to enjoy some free time at one of the 
leader’s houses to do some reflection, to do some recreation, and to 
eat a nice communal dinner.   

Friday night concluded with some of the most fundamental 
and important components of the Freshman Retreat.  The night started 
with a mass at Eagan Chapel followed by a candlelit procession back 
over to Prep’s Brissette Gym.  There in the gym began the witness 
talks in which the freshmen were given an opportunity to come to the 
microphone to speak about their faith and how they witness God in 
their lives.  Following these solemn and reflective events was an 
opportunity to go St. Joseph’s Chapel in Xaiver Hall to experience 
adoration.  Adoration ran all throughout the night, providing the 
freshmen and their leaders with an opportunity to reflect and pray in 
the true presence of the Lord.  
 

Freshmen Retreat 
By Tom Gaudett 
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Just Beat It! 
By Connor Ryan 

By now, the entire Prep community is well-aware of the cancer-stricken junior, Ryan Brennan, who has endured a 
lot on his road to recovery. 

What’s one of the worst situations in the world, is to have your best friend going through such a difficult journey, 
Prepster, Sean Kean is no stranger to that situation.  Keane is also a junior and has stood by his friend ever since the 
diagnosis came through, even long before then. 

Recently, Keane has headed a drive in order to support not just his best friend, but also all children with cancer, 
entitled, “JUST BEAT IT Lids for Life Drive”.  In an email interview, he began describing a day when he was at the mall 
with Brennan and his father picking up ‘beanies’ for Brennan to wear so that the side effects of chemotherapy may not be 
so noticeable, when he was struck with an idea. 

“I began thinking about other families I had seen at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSKCC).  I 
remembered seeing a lot of families who were exactly as financially well off as the Brennan’s, but I didn't think that the 
cost of a hat should get in the way of making a kid feel normal.  I then got in touch with people at MSKCC and they 
granted me permission to start the ‘JUST BEAT IT Lids for Life Drive’”, said Keane. 

The “Just Beat It” phrase comes from the Michael Jackson song, “Beat It”, and has been a phrase that has driven 
Brennan, his family and friends forward through the fight to beat cancer. 

Keane remarks, “Ryan is still undergoing treatment and still has a mountain to climb.”  The Prep community 
continues to pray for Ryan Brennan and his family through this difficult time and recognizes Keane for his noble efforts.  
Keane’s drive has since ended, and ended up going quite well, but please see him if you’re interested in getting involved 
with helping those going through the fight of cancer. 

 

The night time following the witness talks is a time when groups truly have an opportunity to bond, 
while having the most free time.  Built into this year’s retreat for the first time was a recreation bracket of 
all 33 groups in which groups were able to compete against each other in a knee-hockey tournament.  Thus, 
throughout the late hours of the night, groups went head-to-head in games which were characterized by 
competitiveness, teamwork, and sportsmanship.  The nighttime, aside from the few scheduled events, was 
mostly a time for settling down, being together and talking as a group, and getting some sleep after a long 
day of fun. 

Overall, I can say without any doubt that this year’s Freshman Retreat was a wonderful experience 
which I will never forget.  The retreat went very well, and for that we have so many people to thank.  Of 
course, the one hundred leaders who led the individual groups should be applauded for their work and 
dedication throughout the planning process.  Also, all the members of the faculty, administration, and staff, 
as well as our sophomore grounds crew, who really helped with key aspects of the retreat deserve a big 
thanks for the role that they played.  It is also appropriate to thank Frank and Viv and their crew for coming 
in at 5:30 in the morning to make us all a hot breakfast as well as for serving lunch the day before.  Also a 
big thanks is deserved by Mr. Shea for his wonderful talk as a Prep alumnus and the cleanup crew led by 
Mr. and Mrs. Dicenso for leaving Prep after the retreat the cleanest it has ever been (Gladys was certainly 
excited that she didn’t have to spend her entire weekend cleaning up after us). And finally, it is appropriate 
to thank all of the co-directors in their role as well as Mr. Gualtiere, Fr. Ryan, and Mr. Stockdale for their 
persistence and dedication throughout the planning and execution of the retreat.  A retreat can only go well 
if there is a strong leadership team in place which is willing to give it their all and try hard to make good 
things happen.  This year certainly was a reflection of such leadership.  And because of the efforts of so 
many, the 2010 Freshman Retreat for the Class of 2013 was truly a retreat which will never be forgotten.   

Much thanks to all who helped us in making this retreat special! 
     Sincerely,  
                                                                 -Thomas Gaudett 
      Class of 2010 
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Mr. Bramble                     
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Alex Schroder (12), 
Connor Ryan (11),            
Zachary Creta (11),           
Timothy Attolino (9) 

Mass-ive Participation 
By Connor Ryan 

 It’s no secret that participation during all-school masses has consistently not been 
ideal, but the Campus Ministry department is working hard on turning that trend around. 
 “One goal that I think we have in Campus Ministries, is to make people feel 
comfortable in expressing their faith exteriorly without feeling pressure to conform to a 
wall of silence,” says Fr. Larry Ryan S.J. during an interview.  “An important way of 
showing that are worshipping together, is that external, unified expression that we have in 
music.” 
 Because students have not offered their voices, efforts are being made to encourage 
more people to sing during mass.  For example, Mr. Olson S.J. has brought his Theology 
classes down to the Prep Chapel to have “singing sessions”.  During this time, students 
sang as a class, hymns commonly heard during an all-school service.  This is done in hopes 
of instilling a sense of comfort and joy in singing. 
 The question becomes: why won’t kids sing?  “I think it’s a social thing,” Fr. Ryan 
S.J. reveals, “we live in a society that does not look favorably upon religious expression.”  
While the social strings attached are quite strong, Prep continues to push for religious 
expression to rule over misguided social cliques inevitably found in high school. 

Ms. Dominguez, the replacement of liturgical music leader Mrs. Beyerly, is said to 
be leading the choir well and providing a strong base from which the community can grow 
off of.  “I think the leadership of the choir and the musical ensemble has been important to 
bring all that (student body and faculty) together.  They provide the leadership for the 
congregation,” Fr. Ryan S.J. said. 

Thinking in the long term, this problem is not realistically going to be solved 
anytime soon, or possibly even ever.  “I don’t think it (the problem) will ever be solved in 
our culture, but I think we can improve and hopefully be more free about our religious 
beliefs.”  The Campus Ministry department plans on meeting with every Theology class to 
review hymns and hopefully encourage more participation by sorting the seating at masses 
by Theology classes, instead of homeroom, in effort to further enhance the level of 
comfort.  The power of the “group behavior theory” will be put to the test. 

Fr. Ryan S.J. would like to encourage anyone who has an interest in enhancing the 
religious experience at Prep to come forward.  Help is needed not just in music, but lectors 
and altar servers are also always needed. 
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